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Factors Effective in Changing of Reproductive Behaviors of Nomadic
and Non-nomadic Tribes in the Semirom Province, Iran

Hamid Keshavarz®, Mahboubeh Bahramian?, Ali Asghar Mohajerani?®,
Kobra Hosseinpour*

Abstract

Background: The study of reproductive behaviors is one of the important factors of population. It plays a
pivotal role in the growth of population. Reproductive behaviors are influenced by the cultural values and
traditional beliefs of individuals. The aim of the present study is to compare reproductive behaviors of
nomadic and non-nomadic tribes in the Semirom province, and determine factors influencing this
behavior.

Methods: In this descriptive study, 357 families of nomads of Semirum city, 70% nomadic and 30% non-
nomadic, are evaluated with simple random sampling. The data collection tool was a Questionnaire
consisting of traditional beliefs, attitude toward children, attitude toward family planning, men’s
participation in family planning, age of marriage, and education. Date were analyzed by SPSS version 12
using Pearson’s correlation, independent t-test, chi-squared test and regression analysis. P value of less
than 0.05 is considered as significant level.

Findings: The traditional beliefs of non-nomadic tribes were significantly higher than nomadic tribes
(P = 0.0001). The attitude toward children and family planning, men’s participation in family planning,
marriage age of girls, and education in non-nomads were significanty higher than nomadic tribes
(P =0.0001). Moreover, the reproductive rate of non-nomadic tribes was significantly lower than nomadic
tribes (P = 0.0001). Regression analysis indicates that only the nomads’ traditional beliefs on reproduction
can predict their reproductivebehaviors.

Conclusion: The settiment of nomadshas caused a decrease in their traditional beliefs on reproductive
behaviors changed their attitude toward children, family planning, caused the greater participation of men
in family planning, and increased the level of education and age of marriage. Increase in the education of
nomad can also cause a decrease in their reproductive rate.

Keyword: Reproductive Behaviors, Age of Marriage, Family Planning
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