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Abstract

Background: One of the major steps for planning and makingcpslin Iranian health and health service
sector is to gain information on the condition otls services in each province. Thus, the presenty st
intended to determine the degree of developmentamidng of provinces at this sector. It can idigrtie
undeveloped provinces for better planning.

Methods: This study applied a library and documentary metfay collecting the data which had been
provided by the Iranian Statistical Center andétated journals. The study population includedtealth
sector at thirty provinces in 2008. Using methodshsas analysis of main components and numerical
taxonomy as well as considering seventeen indekégalth and having access to health services, this
study dealt with the ranking provinces.

Findings: Homogeneity gap was determined through estimatiarumerical taxonomy method, based on
which North Khorasan, South Khorasan and Hormozganinces did not fall within the homogeneity

gap; therefore, they were excluded from the surd, ranking was conducted for the remaining twenty-
seven homogenous provinces.

Conclusion: Considering the degree of development of the pamsn it was revealed that llam,

Chaharmahal-Bakhtiari, Isfahan, Yazd, Mazandareamr&n and Guilan had the best condition as
compared with other provinces. However, Sistan-8akian, Qom, West Azerbaijan, Kohkilouyeh-

Boyerahmad, Tehran, and Kerman had an inappropc@téition. In the same year, llam and Sistan-
Baluchistan were the most developed and the mosdeusioped provinces in the health sector,
respectively.

Key words. Degree of Development, Inequality Coefficient, Nurioal Taxonomy, Health and Health
Service Sector
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